[Recent concept of protection of workers and general population against electromagnetic fields in the European countries].
In 1994, guidelines for protection against EM fields were elaborated by the International Commission for Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP). In 1998, they were slightly modified and became the base for the 1999 recommendation of the UE Commission. The ICNIRP recommendations are based on few selected criteria, and thus provide good protection in the case of short-term exposures to EM fields, but possible effects of EM fields at intensities lower than those admissible by the ICNIPR standards raise still growing doubts. Over a couple of years, well educated and organized groups of citizens and non-governmental organizations call attention to risks of long-term exposure of humans to weak EM fields. In their reviews, the members of these groups/organizations draw attention to the need for a precautionary approach on the one hand, and postulate better protection of the general population and workers from weak EM fields on the other. The evaluation of the present situation indicates that the range of the influence of independent groups/organizations supporting the modification of ICNIPR guidelines to include the effects of low-level EM fields is steadily growing.